There has been some confusion concerning this year’s (2007/2008) influenza vaccine prebooking.  Below is a list of questions and answers regarding this year’s influenza vaccine contracts.

1. Does MMCAP have any contracts in place yet?

MMCAP released its annual influenza RFP on November 27, 2006, with responses due January 9, 2007.  MMCAP has not received proposals yet and therefore contracts are not yet in place.

2.   When will contracts be in place so we can start prebooking?

MMCAP anticipates having contracts in place by the middle of January.  A specific date cannot be given since the timing depends upon negotiations.  Since time is of the essence, MMCAP will do everything possible to get the proposals evaluated and contracts negotiated quickly. 

3. Why are the contracts delayed?  Vendors have already started prebooking.

The extremely early start of this year’s prebooking is unprecedented!  MMCAP’s January 9 response due date was considered to be very early.  Only two of the 16 vendors that received copies of the RFP directly from MMCAP notified MMCAP of their early prebooking dates; but not until the last few days of December 2006.  Since most companies close between Christmas and New Years, MMCAP decided not to change its response due date.  

Armed with this information and wanting to provide our members with the most accurate and updated information, MMCAP decided to alert its members of the extremely early prebooking start dates and let members choose to either prebook early, gambling that MMCAP would award a contract to their chosen vendor, or to wait until MMCAP has its contracts in place. 

All communications to members regarding early prebooking have been posted on the MMCAP Flu News page: http://www.mmd.admin.state.mn.us/mmcap/flu_nm/publish/index.html
4.   Can MMCAP change the Sanofi Pasteur reservation policy?

Unfortunately, this is a Sanofi Pasteur corporate policy that applies to ALL its influenza contracts.  MMCAP cannot change the Sanofi Pasteur policy.  

5.   I’m on the Sanofi Pasteur list, do I need to reserve immediately on January 8?

No, you have until February 2, 2007.  In fact, Sanofi Pasteur asks that you wait until after January 8.

6. I’m not on the Sanofi Pasteur list.  Why?

Sanofi Pasteur’s reservation list is a compilation of those facilities that purchased influenza vaccine from Sanofi Pasteur FOUR OUT OF THE LAEST FIVE YEARS.  Sanofi Pasteur has updated the original list it sent and included more facilities.  Please check the list again.  It can be found on the Support Docs link under Member News: http://www.mmd.admin.state.mn.us/mmcap/member_support_docs.htm
You may not be on the list because your facility does not meet this threshold.  If your facility meets the threshold and is not on the list, please contact Heather Pickett at heather.pickett@state.mn.us.  In the e-mail include your facility’s complete name and address, a contact’s name and telephone number, and the years in which you purchased Sanofi Pasteur’s vaccine.

7. I’m not on the list, what do I do? 

There are two options.  

a. You may prebook with any other vendor that is currently taking orders.  But be aware that MMCAP contracts are not in place and there is no guarantee that MMCAP will contract with your vendor.  You should also be aware of your governing body’s laws concerning entering into contracts without the benefit of open competition.

b. You may wait until MMCAP has its contracts in place.

8. Why did MMCAP include information from FFF Enterprises in its e-mail but not other vendors?  What about ASD and others?

MMCAP received information that FFF Enterprises would be offering Sanofi Pasteur products and wanted members to be aware of other options.  Further information provided by the company indicates that MMCAP members will only be able to prebook Sanofi Pasteur products if MMCAP enters into a contract with FFF Enterprises.  Since the RFP has not closed and no evaluations have taken place, MMCAP does not know whether FFF Enterprises will be offered a contract.

9. I need pediatric vaccine, what do I do if my facility is not on the Sanofi Pasteur list?

Sanofi Pasteur has not previously sold out of “Fluzone, No Preservative Pediatric Dose” vaccine. Sanofi Pasteur will have a process to request pediatric Fluzone vaccine after the close of the Early Reservation Opportunity for ALL MMCAP members, regardless of eligibility status. MMCAP will provide further information when it is received from Sanofi Pasteur.

10. My facility serves high risk patients, what are you doing about grocery stores and chain pharmacies receiving the vaccine before MMCAP members do?

MMCAP is aware of this concern.  This year’s RFP asks MMCAP vendors to address this issue and offer solutions.  But keep in mind that not all MMCAP members have high risk patients so a blanket request for early doses may not be possible.  Asking facilities to indicate the number of vials for high risk patients as opposed to all other patients has not been successful in the past.  

